
Cockenzie & Port Seton 
Amateur Radio Club is affiliated 
to the Radio Society of Great 
Britain and holds the call signs 
MM0CPS and GM2T which are 
used for our special event and 
contest entries. 

The Club was formed by Bob 
Glasgow BEM GM4UYZ in 1984, 
to help the local amateurs get 
to know each other.

Far from being just a local club 
we have members regularly 
attending from the Borders, 
Dumfries, Strathclyde, Fife and 
Newcastle.

We have supported the British 
Heart Foundation for many 
years and to date we have 
raised £20,036 for them.

The Club meets on the first 
Friday of every month in the 
lounge of the Thorntree Inn on 
the old Cockenzie High Street 
from 7pm till late.

Club email 

cpsarc@gmail.com 
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We‘re now almost half way through 
2025 and settling in to our summer 
schedule of contests and special 
events, please let us know if 
you’re taking part in anything and 
remember to submit your logs 
to Clublog so we can see your 
progress though the year.

An update on Bob GM4UYZ, he’s 
finally well enough to be released 
from hospital but still faces a long 
road to recovery. Bob and his family 
would like to thank everyone who 
visited or send good wishes during 
his long stay in hospital.

Bob has let us know that he’s 
stepping back from most of his 
involvement in organising club 
activities due to his poor health. 
We’d like to express our thanks to 
Bob for all the work he’s done, both 
in public and in the background 
over more than 40 years, to 
make the Club what it is today.  
A small group of club members are 
meeting to discuss how we can pick 
up aspects of that work (Training, 
finance, organising club events etc).

The past month has seen us having 
our first DF Hunt of the year, we 
have also had a SOTA activation 
of Berwick Law, led by Colwyn 
MM0YCJ there will be reports 
later in the newsletter. Thanks to 
everyone who organised these 
events and took part.

The next few months see us taking 
part in VHF Field Day (led by John 
MM0CCC) and the RSGB IOTA 
Contest from Tiree (led by Cambell 
MM0DXC). Both of these events 
require considerable organisation 
and a fair amount of expense so 
even if you aren’t able to attend the 
contests, please get on the air and 
give us a few points if you can.

Our biggest event of the Summer is 
our Mini Rally on 8 August, Cephas 
MM0INS has agreed to pick up the 
organisation for this so he’s liaising 
with the Community Centre. 

We need people to help set up, 
take money at the door and serve 
food so all offers of help will be 
appreciated.

We also need donations for the 
raffle, so if you have anything, 
please let us know (wine and 
spirits, sweets and radio related 
items are all welcome)

Please note that due to VHF Field 
day being immediately after the 
scheduled July Club Night, we will 
meet the week before, on 27 June 
at 7pm in the Thorntree Inn.

mailto:cpsarc@gmail.com
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Cockenzie and Port Seton Amateur Radio Club 
Summits on the Air (SOTA) activation 28th May 2025

The Spring is sprung, the grass is ris, must be time for 
the 2025 CPSARC Summits on the air (SOTA) activation of 
North Berwick Law. The date was set as 28th May with an 
18:00 hours start from the car park serving North Berwick 
Law.
Summits on the air (SOTA) is an international scheme 
which has been carefully designed to make participation 
possible for all Radio Amateurs and Shortwave Listeners - 
it is not just for crazy mountaineers! There are awards for 
activators (those who ascend to the summits) and chasers 
(who either operate from home, a local hilltop or are even 
Activators on other summits).  SOTA is fully operational in 
nearly a hundred countries across the world.
See the ‘Joining In’ section of the SOTA website for lots of 
information, advice, rules, guidelines and FAQs.  
https://www.sota.org.uk/Joining-In 
North Berwick Law (GM/SS-280) is a fine SOTA peak! The 
peak is a somewhat modest height at 178 metres, and 
the western car park is about 40 metres ASL. So, there 
is a 138-metre vertical distance to climb from the car to 
the summit. The plan was to meet at the North Berwick 
Law car park; UK Nat Grid NT553843 on the west side of 
the Law. Driving you take the B1347 heading south out of 
North Berwick. About 100 metres or so after you pass the 
Community Centre and High School on your right there 
is a sharp right-hand bend in the road with a narrow road 
going straight ahead (left) to the carpark. Public transport 
could be used to North Berwick train station with a walk 
of about 2km to the car park.  From the car park there 
are plenty of well-worn tracks leading to the summit from 
where there are good views all around over East Lothian 
and out to some of the islands in the Firth of Forth such as 
Bass Rock, Fidra, The Lamb, Craigleith and on a good day, 
out to the Isle of May.  
I arrived at the car park early so had a snack while wait-
ing to see if any other CPSARC members would appear.  
By 18:15 I concluded I was on my own so set off for the 
mighty summit of North Berwick Law.  The weather had 
been changeable that afternoon and as I got higher the 
wind was significantly stronger, but at least the heavy 
showers had stopped, and the sun had come out. 
There were a few dog walkers and joggers to greet and a 
tourist who had been up to the summit in a pair of flip-
flops, so I was not lonely.  The OS triangulation station had 
some advice to “live for the moment” the only permission 
I required to broadcast, apart from my Ofcom licence of 

course!
Once at the top, close to the whale bone arch I set up a 
small 2 element YAGI for VHF on the summit indicator and 
a centre fed 20metre inverted-V dipole for HF.  
DISATRO TOTALE!!!  I had forgotten my handheld radio, an 
FT-4X.  However, the day (or evening) was saved as I had 
my FT817 so was soon calling CQ on 145.500 FM.  At 18:52 
Derek (2M0IPQ) responded to my CQ call, then MM7VX-
J/M.  Jack (GM4COX) replied at 18:58 and Ken (GM0AXY) 
19:00.  MM7IIL/P (Jack) was in Dalgetty Bay and MM0JSQ/P 
(Nick) was up on Blackford Hill.  Finally, MM0HRI (Ian) in 
Arbroath at 17:12.
I called on 40m and 20m but there was no response and 
trying to raise a few stations calling CQ produced no joy 
so, as the wind was not easing, I packed up and headed 
back down the hill after a successful VHF session. 
On the SOTA website (https://summits.sota.org.uk/activ-
ity/GM/SS-280) there have been 67 occasions recorded 
when radio hams have broadcast from the top, so it is a 
reliable radio summit.  
There have been over two hundred 2 metre QSOs and a 
few on 70cms over the years and so it proved again on the 
CPSARC SOTA activation 2025. Ken (GM0AXY) along with 
his wife Christine (GM4YMM) were the first people to radio 
from the summit in April 2003.
73
Colwyn (MM0YCJ)

SOTA Activation 

https://www.sota.org.uk/Joining-In
https://summits.sota.org.uk/activity/GM/SS-280
https://summits.sota.org.uk/activity/GM/SS-280
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Activity Week reports
Ronan MM0IVR
I barely had any time to do radio due to various factors. 
I did manage a very short blast late in the evening in the 
11th and managed a grand total of 5 CW contacts using 5 
Watts on 40m. No DX at all, just the usual single-hop stuff. 
Hopefully this month will be better...

Bob GM4UYZ
Activity week I was on and made 3 QSOs. 
All Data...not a great entry, but it’s a start

Club Attire
The club has a design for Club T-shirts, Polo-
shirts, Sweat-Shirts, Fleeces and Jackets and all 
of these can be obtained from Patricia Bewsey 
Designs

When making an order please quote ‘Cockenzie & 
Port Seton Amateur Radio Club’ to ensure that the 
Club Logo will be placed on the required garments.

Cost will depend on garment and should cover the 
garment and logo, call sign addition will be extra.

If you wish to add your call sign to the logo then 
please ask at the time of the order.

Order from:

PATRICIA BEWSEY DESIGNS,

Tel/Fax: 01620 850788

Mobile: 07970 920431

Email: patricia.bewsey@gmail.com 

Note: the shop at Fenton Barns is now closed

mailto:patricia.bewsey@gmail.com
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The first DF Hunt of the year was held on the 16th May, 
meeting at the usual location of the car park at The 
Prom for a 19:00 start. Paul Greig 2M0PGO, his son David 
MM7YDG and myself MM0VPR were the only attendees 
for this event, but still we were optimistic for a good result.  
For this event Cambell Stevenson MM0DXC was the Fox, 
knowing his previous tricks as the Fox, we were on the 
lookout for any type of vehicle, any colour and in any 
location possible on the Map!

Armed with my HB9CV antenna, gifted from the late 
GM4IKT-SK, and my Icom 706, we headed for the usual 
lay-by at Gladsmuir for the initial DF. On route we were 
listening on my vertical to see if there were any initial 
signals but no, nothing but the usual S3-S4 of noise. 
We thought nothing of it and carried on. Once reaching 
the lay-by we quickly plugged in the yagi antenna and set 
about DF’ing…but nothing. 

Ok we’ll head for the top of the hill near the Hopetoun 
Monument on the A6137, but still nothing. Further DF’s at 
Aberlady, Gullane, North Berwick and all the way back to 
Tranent found the same result, including a quick change 
of vehicle and antenna just in case. Not even a single 
word was heard until after 20:45 when time was up and 
MM0DXC increased the power. 

Well done, but we’ll catch you next time!

Paul-MM0VPR

DF Hunt Report 

The hunters ready to start

The fox’s view
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32nd ANNUAL
MINI RALLY/JUNK NIGHT
FRIDAY 8th AUGUST 2025

Bring along your own “junk” and sell it yourself. 
Tables on a First Come, First Served Basis

Time: 1800 till 20:30
(Note time change to accommodate Community 

Centre opening times)

Location: Cockenzie & Port Seton Community 
Centre (Main Hall) Disabled access available

Entry: £2 ALL PERSONS
Raffle @ 20:00, Food & Drink Available

If any one would like to donate any prizes for 
the raffle or food towards the catering it will be 

more than appreciated.

Canny Components will be in attendance
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Clublog Tables
The 2025 table has now started, please carry on uploading your logs so we can see how you are all doing.

Brian MM0RNR is in the lead with 150 DXCC, closely followed by Gordon MM0GPZ on 146.

It’s nice to see a new entrant on the table, Ellis GM0GZW with 75 DXCC.

There’s plenty time to join in over the year so if you’d like to see your results in the table please submit your logs

Club members can join in at any time, simply sign up at clublog.org, submit your log and apply to join the CPSARC 
club there, once you’re approved your entry will appear in the list (club members only, random applicants will be 
refused)

John MM0JXI

http://clublog.org


Club Events
6 Jun 2025 Club Night

7 - 13 June 2025 Activity Week

14/15 June 2025 Museums on the Air Weekend

27 June 2025 Club Night (early due to VHF Field Day)

5/6 July 2025 VHF Field Day (Dumfries)

12 - 18 July 2025 Activity Week

26/27 July 2025 RSGB IOTA Contest from Tiree (GM2T)

1 August 2025 Club Night

8 August 2025 Mini Rally (Port Seton Community Centre)

9 - 15 August 2025 Activity Week

16/17 August 2025 Not the Lighthouse Weekend

5 September 2025 Club Night

6 - 12 September 2025 Activity Week

12 September 2025 2nd 144MHz DF Hunt

3 October 2025 Club Night

11 - 17 October 2025 Activity Week

25/26 October 2025 CQWW Contest

7 November 2025 Club Night

8 - 14 November 2025 Activity Week

11 November 2025 Construction Night

5 December 2025 Club Night

6 - 12 December 2025 Activity Week

12 December 2025 Club Xmas Night Out
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